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We don’t want the inevitable complexities of running your business to
dampen your enthusiasm and get in the way of your dreams. So we help
you deal with those typical legal, tax, employment and compliance issues
that every business faces. With us on your side, your motivations, plans and
targets will never take second place to business obligations and concerns.
Members of FSB can access a range of benefits. Some are included in the
price of your membership and others at a discount or on preferential terms
through specially selected service providers.

ADVICE

FINANCE

SUPPORT

To arrange a meeting or join now

Call 0808 1688 512*
or visit fsb.org.uk/join

*FSB Business Essentials Membership starts from £142.50 per annum with a £30 registration fee in the first year. This rate
is applicable to businesses with no employees. Rates increase depending on your number of employees. Please see
the website for full details of subscription rate bands. †Calls are normally free of charge from UK landlines but charges
may apply from mobile phones. Lines open 8am-6pm weekdays, closed Bank Holidays. Registered Office: National
Federation of Self Employed and Small Businesses Limited, Sir Frank Whittle Way, Blackpool Business Park, Blackpool,
FY4 2FE. Registered in England No. 1263540.

One Sunderland would like to thank our main sponsor the FSB for their support and
help for our first Autumn Conference. We would also like to thank all collaborators for
their support, particularly the North East Business & Innovation Centre, NatWest and
Jacksons Law Firm. We’d also like to thank those who supplied items for our goody
bags, particularly Hotel Chocolat. Yesss Electrical and SMS Business Support. Finally,
we’d like to thank our speakers and those who are part of our Q&A panel as well as
you for attending and being part of One Sunderland’s first Autumn Conference.

Speakers

Tony Davison

Jonathan Walker Head of Policy and Campaigns
at North East England Chamber of Commerce
Jonathan has been with the Chamber since 2009 following a spell in the
recruitment industry. He leads the Chamber’s Policy and Campaigns team.
This team works to represent our members’ views on issues such as transport,
education and international trade. Campaigning for a better business
environment in the North East, he manages our relationships with MPs
and other political decision makers in the north of the region, develops the
Chamber’s annual Manifesto and is a regular media spokesperson on the
issues that matter to our members.

MD Sunderland Football Club

Currently Managing Director at Sunderland Football Club on behalf of
new ownership. Left SAFC in 1996 returning July this year, responsible
for the day to day leadership of the business side of the football club, with
specific focus on commercial operations.
Commercial professional with twenty years’ experience in delivering
strong results in challenging circumstances. Instrumental in the success
of the Club Wembley premium seat licence programme with IMG.
Delivered record sales performance for three consecutive seasons for
Tottenham Hotspur Football Club utilising a host of traditional, digital
and social channels to deliver outstanding commercial results. Experience of sales, marketing and
communications with the ability to drive all disciplines in the same direction with excellent results.
Specialties: Sales team management, consultative sales approach, business development, marketing
strategy, use of insight and analysis.

Neil Travis

Director of Discover Edventure Ltd

Neil Travis is the Director of Discover Edventure Ltd, a Sunderland based
small business that is operated from home in Seaburn. The business has the
aim of educating, involving and inspiring people of the area through outdoor
and adventurous activities. Since the business began in June 2017, Neil and
his team of leaders and support staff have been working with teams and
groups from St Aidan’s School, Northumbria University, Silksworth and Hall
Farm Football Club, Grace House North East, Fausto Coffee, Middlesbrough
Football Club and Whitley Bay Sporting Club to
name a few, on a huge variety of team building and
adventurous challenges that involve people getting out of their comfort zones
and doing stuff that can be life changing, hugely rewarding and great fun.

Fiona Simpson

Founder and MD of ARTventurers

Fiona is the founder and MD of ARTventurers – award winning art
and creative play classes for babies and children. There are now over 30
franchise branches of ARTventurers across the UK – Fiona was named
Woman Franchisor of the Year 2018 earlier this year and now regularly
writes for Forbes on the subject of franchising

We’re spending 2018 celebrating

40 years of expertise,
reliability & success
from the North East...

0191 232 0283 www.srflegal.co.uk info@srflegal.co.uk
Advising and representing commercial & private clients

Q&A

Tom joined the BIS Local team after the closure of the Government Office Network,
and takes a strategic overview of the economic health of the NE, supporting both our
LEPs and the new Tees Valley Mayor to respond to economic challenges and make
the most of our shared opportunities. In recent years this has included representing
Government on the SSI Task Force, and the South Tees Development Corporation.
Growth Hub Connect provides impartial insight into the
various support and funding schemes available in the
region. Our Connectors will introduce you to the relevant
business support and finance providers who can help
your business to realise its growth potential.

Karl McCracken

Growth Enabler, The Growth Hub

Paul comes from an accomplished background in finance and
auditing with KPMG, having previously studied accountancy
and financial analysis at Newcastle University. Since his
appointment in 2001, Paul has injected fresh thinking into
establishing the BIC as a primary regional player in the fields
of incubation, innovation and business support.
Catherine Auld has developed her career in the public sector,
focusing initially on international engagement within local
government before taking on wider responsibilities related to
Sunderland’s economic development. After graduating from
the University of Edinburgh, she began international work in
the Higher Education sector before joining Sunderland City
Council.

Catherine Auld

Head of International Relations,
Business Engagement & Investment,
Sunderland City Council

Kirsty Currie

Paul McEldon
Chief Executive,
North East Bic

Public affairs specialist with over 10 year’s business experience
in campaigning, lobbying and business development.
Currently I’m the North East Development Manager for
Britain’s biggest and most successful business representation
group the Federation of Small Businesses (FSB).
Kirsty is a vital cog in the BID Sunderland team, bringing
with her an impressive track record working with top
level executives across a range of companies to managing
multi-strand complex projects.

Business Manager, Sunderland Bid

Tom Smyth

Deputy Area Director, BEIS, Yorkshire
Humber and the North East

Simon Hanson

North East Development Manager
at Federation of Small Businesses

Supporting North East SME’s to achieve their business
ambitions by developing finance solutions, mitigating
business risks and ensuring day to day banking is fit for
purpose. Based in the North East Julie covers the majority of
sectors with a specialism in supporting the healthcare sector.

Julie Cuthbertson
Relationship Manager,
NatWest Business Banking

Louise White

Associate Solicitor, Corporate and
Commercial Jacksons Law

Louise has experience in advising and negotiating on all aspects of Corporate and
Commercial work including MBOs, director disputes, partnership issues, terms and
conditions, agency agreements and franchising. Louise headed up Jacksons’ GDPR
team and is the firm’s Data Protection Officer. She has undertaken a number of talks
and seminars on the subject and has been advising clients on all aspect of the GDPR.
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TO FIND YOUR PERFECT SPACE CALL:

0191 516 6066

The BIC accommodates
businesses of all shapes
and sizes; bio science
labs, industrial, office or
incubator space across
our 14 acre site.

space@ne-bic.co.uk www.ne-bic.co.uk
thenortheastbic

@northeastbic
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